
October 21, 2013      7:00 P.M. 

JONES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING 

COMFORT VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT  

MINUTES 

 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   OFFICIALS PRESENT: 

Mike Haddock, Vice-Chairman   Franky J. Howard, County Manager 
Sondra Ipock-Riggs, Commissioner                          Melissa Moore-Freeman, Finance Officer                    
Joe Wiggins, Commissioner                
Zack Koonce, III, Commissioner   
 
COMMISSIONER ABSENT:   OFFICIAL ABSENT: 

Frank Emory, Chairman  Jennifer King, Clerk to the Board 
 
The Vice-Chairman called the meeting to order and Zack Koonce gave the invocation.  A 
MOTION was made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT the agenda be approved with the following amendments: 
 
8.   SURPLUS - 2006 FORD TRUCK 

9.   ADDING INSURANCE 2008 FORD EXPLORER 

10. EASTERN CAROLINA BEHAVOIRAL HEALTH (ECBH) 

 
MOTION made by Zack Koonce, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs and unanimously carried 
THAT the minutes of September 23, 2013, October 7, 2013, and October 14, 2013, be approved.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 

There were no public comments.  
 
1. PURPLE HEART PROCLAMATION        

Lenny Lazzara and additional Purple Heart recipients were present for the meeting.  The 
board formally presented the Purple Heart County Proclamation that was approved at a 
prior meeting.  Mr. Lazzara, on behalf of Chapter 639 of the Military Order of the Purple 
Heart, thanked the board for their support.   
 

2.  CDBG MONTHLY REPORTS    

  The monthly reports were submitted to the board for the Community Development 
 Block Grants for the NC Catalyst (Hawthorn Lane) and Scattered Site Housing 
 Assistance programs.  Sondra Ipock-Riggs expressed concern over the loss of the CDBG 
 Scattered Site program.  

 
3.  TAX COLLECTIONS REPORT - AUGUST    

Mr. Howard presented the September Tax Collections Report showing a total collection 
of $981,499.36.   
 

 



4.  2013 TAX ADMINISTRATION SCHEDULE   

MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Zack Koonce, and unanimously carried 
THAT the 2013 Tax Administration Records Retention Schedule be approved.         
  

5.  PROJECT CLOSEOUT - POLLOCKSVILLE INDUSTRIAL PARK    

MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT final payments for the Pollocksville Industrial Park Streets, Water, and 
Sanitary Sewer Improvements be approved in the amount of $67,831.07 using 
Pollocksville Industrial Park Funds.  

   
6.  BUDGET UPDATE     

Melissa Moore-Freeman, Finance Officer, presented a quarterly budget update to the 
board. A copy of the update is marked Exhibit A and is hereby incorporated by reference 
and made a part of these minutes.   
 

7.  BOARD APPOINTMENT - ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL      

MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Zack Koonce, and uanimously 
carried THAT Timothy Sanderson be reappointed to the ABC Board for a term to expire 
on October 14, 2016.  
 

8.  SURPLUS - 2006 FORD TRUCK  

MOTION made by Zack Koonce, seconded by Joe Wiggins, and uanimously carried 
THAT a 2006 Ford F150 XLT 2WD truck be sold on GovDeals as surplus equipment.   
 

9.  ADDING INSURANCE - 2008 FORD EXPLORER 

MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Zack Koonce, and uanimously 
carried THAT a 2008 Ford Explorer purchased by the Sheriff's Office be added to the 
county vehicle insurance policy effective immediately.   
 

10.  EASTERN CAROLINA BEHAVOIRAL HEALTH (ECBH) 

Zack Koonce updated the board on the status of the Eastern Carolina Behavioral Health 
Board.  Jones County was chosen to serve on this board and Zack Koonce was appointed 
for a three-year term.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 There was no public comment.  
 

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT 

Mr. Howard informed the board that the construction for the 911 backup center has 
started.  Mr. Howard reminded the board that the fire appreciation dinner will be held on 
November 13 at 7:00 p.m. at the Jones County Civic Center.  A discussion was held 
about the repaving of Highway 41 West and the smoothness of the road.  Sondra Ipock-
Riggs stated the board should speak to the governor about the reduction in force for the 
Department of Transportation.  
 



Mike Houston, Water Supervisor, updated the board on the status of the Automated 
Meter Reading Project.  Mr. Houston explained that blue flags have been placed 
throughout the county to mark the water meters.   He also explained that the public needs 
to be informed that the flags should not be pulled up.  Mr. Houston sent public notices 
out to the news media but they failed to report on the matter.   
 

COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS 

 Sondra Ipock-Riggs- 

 Mrs. Ipock-Riggs wanted to know what would be done about the Comfort Library.  Zack 
 Koonce suggested a meeting with the Library Board.   
 
 Zack Koonce - 

 Mr. Koonce wanted to know what could be done to improve internet service in the 
 county.   
 

MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT the meeting be adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

 
___________________________  ______________________________ 
Mike Haddock     Melissa Moore-Freeman 
Vice-Chairman    Acting Clerk to the Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 



 
EXHIBIT A  

 

 



 

 



 



 


