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June 18, 2012      7:00 P.M. 
JONES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 
JONES COUNTY OFFICE COMPLEX – COMMISSIONERS’ ROOM 
MINUTES 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Zack Koonce, Chairman    Franky J. Howard, County Manager 
Frank Emory, Vice-Chairman    Jennifer King, Clerk to the Board 
Joseph Wiggins, Commissioner                                 Melissa Moore-Freeman, Finance Officer                            
Sondra Ipock-Riggs, Commissioner                            
Mike Haddock, Commissioner 
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order and gave the invocation.  A MOTION was made by 
Joe Wiggins, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried THAT the agenda be 
approved as presented.  
 
MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Mike Haddock, and unanimously carried THAT 
the minutes of June 4, 2012, and the 2012-2013 budget workshop minutes be approved.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 

Barbara Cooke, citizen, thanked the Board for allowing the Comfort Library the 
opportunity to prove its purpose by providing more funding for the 2011-2012 budget.  
The employees and volunteers of the libraries are upset this year because Mrs. Agnes Ho 
has informed them that the Board plans to make cuts to the library budget.  Mrs. Cooke 
presented a petition with over 400 signatures against cutting funds for the libraries.  She 
also explained that library hours would be cut if funding is not budgeted as requested, 
according to Mrs. Ho.  Mrs. Cooke also asked if the libraries employees and volunteers 
received donations could that money be issued to the libraries through the county bank 
accounts.     
 
Phil Moore, citizen, expressed his concerns over the school system receiving funds that 
the Sheriff’s Department works day and night to obtain.  Mr. Moore would like a meeting 
to be called with the Jones County Board of Education in which a request could be made 
for the school system to share funds with the Sheriff’s Department that it receives on 
behalf of the Sheriff’s Department.  Mr. Moore believes this money should be equally 
split between the two organizations if the school system is mandated to receive those 
funds.   
 

1. JONES COUNTY ABC BOARD BUDGET  
Jim Cejka, ABC Supervisor, presented the ABC Budget to the Board.  Mr. Cejka read the 
highlights of the budget.   
 
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT ABC Budget be approved as presented and that the ABC Board be 
permitted to retain their profits.    
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2.  PUBLIC HEARING – 2012-2013 JONES COUNTY BUDGET    

Franky Howard, County Manager, discussed the highlights for the 2012-2013 Jones 
County Budget.  There was a significant increase in the cost of property and liability 
insurance for the County.  There was a $300,000 increase in the County Jail budget due 
to the increase in the inmate population in Jones County.  There was a $160,000 incrase 
in the Sheriff’s Department budget which will include one new deputy position as well as 
increases in salary for most employees.  The Jones County school system requested an 
additional $600,000 but settled for $140,000.   
 
There were many cuts county-wide to reach the lowest tax rate possible.  The tax office 
has contracted services to cut expense, the inspections department and civic center will 
see increases in their fee schedule to offset costs, as well as cuts in other departments.  
The County has been utilizing fund balance for several years to balance the budget with 
little or no tax increase.  However, that is no longer an option, as the fund balance is now 
below the minimum amount suggested by our auditors.   
 
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT the Board go into public hearing.       
 
Jeff Brown, citizen, explained that his main goal is to get the Sheriff’s Department what 
they need.  He believes they would be grateful to get one additional position and one car 
with this year’s budget.  Mr. Brown says the department is short staffed during court and 
Major Wineman, Captain Eimer, and the Sheriff themselves are having to fill in and are 
working in excess of sixty-hours per week.  Mr. Brown believes funding should be given 
to the Sheriff’s Department because this department benefits the whole general public.   
 
Buddy Wetherington, Pollocksville Fire Department member, requested that the fire tax 
discussed earlier in the year be put on the November ballot.  Pollocksville Fire 
Department protects 220 million dollars worth of property but has been operating in the 
hole for the past six-years.   
 
Lela Gooding, citizen, questioned what happened to the lottery money that was supposed 
to go to the school systems.  Mr. Howard explained that the lottery money for Jones 
County schools was allocated for the new gym.   
 
Misty Brown, citizen, stated that eighteen-years ago her and her husband made the 
decision to stay in Jones County to raise their children.  Until eighteen-months ago they 
thought they had made a mistake.  The new Sheriff is doing a fantastic job and should be 
supported.  Mrs. Brown respectfully requested that the Board revisit the request to give 
the Sheriff’s Department one new vehicle.   
 
Sylvia Parker, library employee, requested that the Board fund the library at the amount 
requested by Mrs. Ho so the library does not lose matching funds.   
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MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Mike Haddock, and unanimously carried 
THAT the Board go out of public hearing.   
 

3.  2012-2013 BUDGET ADOPTION   
MOTION made by Mike Haddock, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and carried THAT 
the 2012-2013 Jones County Budget be approved as presented with an 80-cent tax rate.  
Frank Emory opposed.  A copy of the budget is marked Exhibit A and is hereby 
incorporated by reference and made a part of these minutes.   
 

4.  2012-2013 FEE SCHEDULE  
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Mike Haddock and unanimously approved 
THAT the 2012-2013 Fee Schedule be approved as presented with an effective date of 
August 1, 2012.   
 

5.  2012-2013 MILEAGE RATE      
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT mileage rate for 2012-2013 be set at .55 cent per mile when no County car is 
available, .25 cent per mile when a County car is available, $3,876 per year for County 
Commissioners, and $8,700 per year for the County Manager.   

   
6.  BUDGET AMENDMENTS NUMBER 22 THROUGH 26  

MOTION made by Mike Haddock, seconded by Frank Emory and unanimously carried 
THAT Budget Amendments Number 22 through 26 be approved as presented.  A copy 
of the amendments is marked Exhibit B and is hereby incorporated by reference and 
made a part of these minutes.    
          

7.  TAX COLLECTIONS REPORT – MAY  
Mr. Howard presented the May Tax Collections Report showing a total collection of 
$5,100,146.84 (93.91%). 
 

8.  FOUR DAY WORKWEEK – EMPLOYEE CORRESPONDENCE   
The Board received correspondence from Jones County employees in regards to a four 
day workweek.   

       
COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 There were no reports from the County Manager.  
 
COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS 
 There were no commissioner reports.   
 
9.  CLOSED SESSION UNDER NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3) 

MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT the Board go into closed session under NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3).  
 
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT the meeting be adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
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___________________________  ______________________________ 
Zack Koonce, III    Jennifer King 
Chairman     Clerk to the Board 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

 



Commissioners’ Minutes June 18, 2012 Book 11, Page 57 
 

 
 
 



Commissioners’ Minutes June 18, 2012 Book 11, Page 58 
 

 



Commissioners’ Minutes June 18, 2012 Book 11, Page 59 
 

 
 



Commissioners’ Minutes June 18, 2012 Book 11, Page 60 
 

 
 



Commissioners’ Minutes June 18, 2012 Book 11, Page 61 
 

EXHIBIT B  
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