
February 20, 2012      7:00 P.M. 
JONES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 
JONES COUNTY OFFICE COMPLEX – COMMISSIONERS’ ROOM 
MINUTES 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Zack Koonce, Chairman    Franky J. Howard, County Manager 
Frank Emory, Vice-Chairman    Jennifer King, Clerk to the Board 
Mike Haddock, Commissioner                                   Melissa Moore-Freeman, Finance Officer                             
Sondra Ipock-Riggs, Commissioner      
Joseph Wiggins, Commissioner   
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order and gave the invocation.  A MOTION was made by 
Mike Haddock, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried THAT the agenda be 
approved as presented. 
 
MOTION made by Mike Haddock, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously carried 
THAT the minutes of February 6, 2012, be approved.  
 
1.  LENOIR COMMUNITY COLLEGE REVIEW 

Brantley Briley, President of Lenoir Community College, appeared before the Board to 
express appreciation for their continued support of the college.  Mr. Briley also presented 
information concerning the number of students served as well as grants obtained over the 
last several years.  Phase three of the new Lenoir Community College, Jones County 
Unit, is expected to be complete by December of this year.  This addition will add 6,500 
square feet to the Jones County center.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 
George Johnson expressed his concerns over the possible fire tax for Jones County.  Mr. 
Johnson is a member of a local fire department and stated that if you want a service you 
have to pay for it.  Mr. Johnson is not sure how he feels about the fire tax and would like 
to have additional information concerning the fire tax in order to make his own decision 
as to whether or not he supports this tax.   
 

2.  BOARD APPOINTMENTS – JUVENILE CRIME PREVENTION COUNCIL  
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously 
carried THAT Amy Bryant replace Debra Kenyear and Tommy Brimage replace Wayne 
Wagner on the Juvenile Crime Prevention Council.  These appointees will serve for the 
remainder of the terms of their replacements.   

 
3.  JANUARY TAX COLLECTIONS REPORT 

The January Tax Collections Report was presented showing a total collection of 
$4,606,560.36 (87.08%). 

 
 



4.  DEBT SETOFF REFUNDS 
MOTION made by Joseph Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs and unanimously 
carried THAT debt setoff refunds be approved as presented.  A copy of the refunds is 
marked Exhibit A and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of these 
minutes.       

 
5.  BUDGET AMENDMENT NUMBER 15 

MOTION made by Mike Haddock, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT Budget Amendment Number 15 be approved, a copy of which is marked Exhibit 
B and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of these minutes.     

   
6.  LOCAL SALES TAX OPTION 

MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously 
carried THAT the option to increase sales tax by one-quarter of a penny, with proceeds 
to be used for public safety, be placed on the May ballot in order to allow citizens to 
approve or disapprove this increase.   
          

7.  WATER REVOLVING LOAN 
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Joseph Wiggins, and unanimously 
carried THAT this item be TABLED due to the need for additional information.  
 

8.  PRAYER  
Some discussion was held concerning the complaint issued to the American Civil 
Liberties Union discussed at the previous meeting.  Forsythe County has recently lost suit 
against a complaint regarding prayer.  The Board discussed non-sectarian prayer.   
 
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Joseph Wiggins, and unanimously 
carried THAT this item be TABLED for discussion at a later date.  
 
 

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT   
Franky Howard, County Manager, discussed the Town of Maysville Water Agreement 
with the Board. The North Carolina Department of Energy and Natural Resources 
required the County to add a payment policy to the agreement.   
 
MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Mike Haddock, and unanimously carried 
THAT the Interlocal Agreement for Secondary Water Supply to Maysville Lakes on the 
White Oak Project be approved as presented, with the addition of a payment policy to the 
agreement. Sondra Ipock-Riggs OPPOSED.  A copy of the agreement is marked Exhibit 
C and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of these minutes.   
 
 
Mr. Howard presented a list of repairs requested by a judge at the courthouse.  This list 
included miscellaneous items that totaled over $4,000.  MOTION made by Frank 
Emory, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs and unanimously carried THAT this item be 
TABLED for further discussion.   



 
Mr. Howard discussed the radio system upgrades needed to comply with the 
narrowbanding deadline.  Mr. Howard suggested using 911 funds to assist the 
departments that haven’t completed their upgrades in meeting their deadline for the 2013 
narrowbanding regulations.  MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Sondra 
Ipock-Riggs and unanimously carried THAT 911 funds be utilized, not to exceed 
$45,000, to provide matching funds for volunteer EMS and Fire Departments within 
Jones County to assist them in meeting the narrowbanding deadline in 2013.   
 

COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS 
Sondra Ipock-Riggs-   
Mrs. Ipock-Riggs discussed some phone calls she received concerning the recent story on 
the news concerning a possible fire tax in Jones County.  Mrs. Ipock-Riggs stated there 
was a lot of confusion regarding this tax.   
 
MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Mike Haddock, and unanimously carried 
THAT the meeting be adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 

 
___________________________  ______________________________ 
Joseph F. Wiggins    Jennifer King 
Chairman     Clerk to the Board 
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EXHIBIT B 

 



 

 



 
 



EXHIBIT C 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 


