
 

APRIL 21, 2014      7:05 P.M. 
JONES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 
JONES COUNTY OFFICE COMPLEX – COMMISSIONERS’ ROOM 
MINUTES 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Mike Haddock, Chairman     Franky J. Howard, County Manager 
Sondra Ipock-Riggs, Vice-Chairman              Melissa Moore-Freeman, Clerk 
Joseph Wiggins, Commissioner                                  Samuel Croom, Tax Collector                           
Zack Koonce, Commissioner 
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: 
Frank Emory 
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order and gave the invocation.  A MOTION was made by 
Commissioner Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Commissioner Joseph Wiggins, and unanimously 
carried THAT the agenda be APPROVED as presented. 
 
MOTION made by Commissioner Joseph Wiggins, seconded by Commissioner Sondra Ipock-Riggs, 
and unanimously carried THAT the minutes of April 7, 2014 Regular Session and April 14 Special 
Meeting be APPROVED. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 

Commissioner Sondra Ipock-Riggs questioned how many of the values of tax properties had 
been changed since the completion of the revaluation.  Jay Shackelford indicated that they had 
received four hundred informal appeals with just over one hundred of those resulting in 
changes in the valuation.  Commissioner Sondra Ipock-Riggs expressed concerns about the 
high property values assessed for mobile homes.   
  

1. BOARD OF EQUALIZATION AND REVEIW 
MOTION made by Commissioner Joseph Wiggins, seconded by Commissioners Zack 
Koonce, and unanimously carried THAT the Board of Equalization reconvene.  Samuel 
Croom provided an update to the board.  Three properties have been reviewed this week.  
Mark Honbee property was reviewed.  The homeowner provided two appraisals and after 
further review the property was reassessed with a new value of 203,000.00 instead of the 
initial revaluation of 299,000.00.  Cecil and Rebecca Lanier’s property was viewed and based 
on the conditions, their property was reassessed with a value of 26,600.00 instead of the initial 
revaluation of 29,900.00.  Woodrow Lassiter home was viewed and the value was reassessed 
with a value of 221,000.00 instead of the initial revaluation of 261,000.00.  A tract of land 
owned by Mr. Lassiter ending in parcel number 128 was reduced to 62,000.00 based on the 
wetness of the property instead of the initial value assigned 74,000.00.  No other adjustments 
were made to the two other properties viewed, owned by Mr. Lassiter.  Those parcels ended in 
1675 and 4324.  MOTION made by Commissioner Joseph Wiggins, seconded by 
Commissioner Zack Koonce, and unanimously carried THAT these new assessed values be 
APPROVED.  Samuel Croom presented three additional requests to the Board.  Dallas 



 

Bazemore qualifies for veteran’s relief exemption and will receive a refund.  Leroy Murrell is 
a disabled veteran and should also quality for veteran’s relief exemption.   Mr. Murrell is also 
entitled to a refund.  JoAnn Baysden is disable and qualifies for a disability exemption, and 
she is entitled to a refund as well.  MOTION made by Commissioner Joseph Wiggins, 
seconded by Commissioner Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously carried the exemptions and 
refunds be APPROVED as presented.  MOTION made by Commissioner Joseph Wiggins, 
seconded by Commissioner Sondra Ipock-Riggs and unanimously carried THAT the Board of 
Equalization be RECESSED until May 7, 2014 at 8:30 a.m. 
 

2.  NORTH CAROLINA FORESTRY SERVICE UPDATE 
Wayne Bell provided everyone with an annual report, a copy of which is marked Exhibit A 
and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of these minutes.  Mr. Bell reviewed 
the report with the commissioners pointing out facts in reference to the previous year’s 
performance measures.  Mr. Bell informed the board about possible changes with the 
Hoffman forest.   Mr. Bell also informed the board the Forestry Service had assisted with 
obtaining equipment from the Federal Government for Maysville, Phillips Crossroads and 
Hargett’s Crossroads fire departments. 
       

3.  ABC PERMIT-JAY’S MINI MART 
 MOTION made by Commissioner Joseph Wiggins, seconded by Commissioner Sondra 
Ipock-Riggs and unanimously carried THAT the ABC Permit for Jay’s Mini Mart be 
APPROVED as presented, a copy of which is marked Exhibit B and is hereby incorporated 
by reference and made a part of these minutes. 
   

4.  CAPITAL REQUEST-EXTENSION MACBOOK       
MOTION made by Commissioner Joseph Wiggins, seconded by Commissioner Zack 
Koonce, and unanimously carried THAT the capital request be APPROVED in the amount 
of 1,351.00 using funds provided by the SHIIP program. 
     

5.  SURPLUS PROPERTY-INFORMATION 
Franky Howard provided the commissioners with a listing of surplus properties owned by the 
county because of tax foreclosures.  Citizens have been inquiring about these properties and 
the offer process may begin in the coming weeks. A copy of the listing is marked Exhibit C 
and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of these minutes. 
     

6.   CDBG MONTHLY REPORT   
Franky Howard advised the Board the monthly reports for CDBG had been filed with the 
State office as required by the program.       
      

7.  TAX DEBTSETOFF REFUNDS 
MOTION made by Commissioner Joseph Wiggins, seconded by Commissioner Sondra 
Ipock-Riggs and unanimously carried THAT the tax debt setoff refunds be APPROVED as 
presented, a copy of which is marked Exhibit D and is hereby incorporated by reference and 
made a part of these minutes.   

 
 



 

8.  TAX REFUND REQUEST 
MOTION made by Commissioner Zack Koonce, seconded by Commissioner Joseph 
Wiggins, and unanimously carried THAT a refund in the amount of 360.00 be APPROVED 
for Leroy and Edna Murrell as presented. 
 

9.  FIRE DEPARTMENT PAID CALLS 
Franky Howard present the criteria determined by Timmy Pike and Kyle Koonce for payment 
of Fire Calls.  MOTION made by Commissioner Zack Koonce, seconded by Commissioner 
Joseph Wiggins, and unanimously carried THAT the criteria be APPROVED as presented, a 
copy of which is marked Exhibit E and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of 
these minutes. 
 

10.  COMPUTER DISPOSAL 
Franky Howard provided an update to the commissioners advising our IT contractor had 
advised it would be cheaper to destroy the computers we recently replaced versus trying to 
clean the hard drive and sell on GovDeals.  These computers will not have value as they can’t 
be used without expensive upgrades to the software. MOTION made by Commissioner 
Joseph Wiggins, seconded by Commissioner Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously carried 
THAT the surplus computers be destroyed.  
 

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 Franky Howard reminded everyone the commissioners were invited to the EDC meeting on 
April 22, 2014 at Martin Marietta in Maysville at 7:00p.m.  The EDC symposium is April 29, 
2014.  Reminded everyone of the upcoming National and State conference for commissioners.   

 
COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS 

Commissioner Sondra Ipock-Riggs requested the Commissioners be presented with the pay 
scale and a listing of all increases for each employee during the budget meetings.  
Commissioner Sondra Ipock-Riggs would like to pursue possibly giving bonuses versus pay 
increases.  The pay scale should also be reviewed during the budget process.  Concern was 
expressed about hiring new individuals at rates higher than the employee previously holding 
the position.     

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 There was no public comment. 
 

MOTION made by Commissioner Joseph Wiggins, seconded by Commissioner Sondra 
Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously carried THAT the meeting be adjourned at 8:45 pm. 
 

 
___________________________  ______________________________ 
Mike Haddock     Melissa Moore-Freeman 
Chairman     Clerk to the Board 
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