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January 17, 2012      7:00 P.M. 
JONES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 
JONES COUNTY OFFICE COMPLEX – COMMISSIONERS’ ROOM 
MINUTES 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Zack Koonce, Chairman    Franky J. Howard, County Manager 
Frank Emory, Vice-Chairman    Jennifer King, Clerk to the Board 
Sondra Ipock-Riggs, Commissioner                           Melissa Moore-Freeman, Finance Officer                           
Joseph F. Wiggins, Commissioner                            
Mike Haddock, Commissioner 
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order and Frank Emory gave the invocation.  A MOTION 
was made by Joseph F. Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously carried 
THAT the agenda be approved with the following additions: 
 
17.  BOARD APPOINTMENT – BOARD OF HEALTH 
18.  BOARD APPOINTMENTS – EASTERN CAROLINA COUNCIL  
19.  RESOLUTION – E911  
 
MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously carried 
THAT the minutes of January 3, 2012, be approved.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 

Ina Ray Weeks of Francks Field Road in Trenton discussed her desire to have Francks 
Field Road paved at least to her driveway. Mrs. Weeks explained the paving of this road 
would alleviate some respiratory issues concerning her husband.  Mrs. Weeks stated that 
the Department of Transportation has contacted her in the past concerning paving the 
road but they were unable to obtain permission from two-thirds of the landowners on the 
dirt portion of this road.  Mrs. Weeks stated that she has spoken with Harvey Rouse and 
Charles Jones, the other 2 landowners, and neither party wishes to have the road paved.   
 
John “Poncho” Smith introduced himself as the District Ranger for the Croatan National 
Forest.  Mr. Smith invited the Board to call or stop by if they had questions, comments, 
or praise for his staff.  
 

1.  BOARD APPOINTMENT – JONES COUNTY PLANNING BOARD    
MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT Myron Meadows be appointed to the Jones County Planning Board.  This 
term does not expire.   
 

2.  BOARD VACANCY – DOWN EAST RPO TAC COMMITTEE       
Mr. Howard explained that an appointment will need to be made to the Down East RPO 
TAC Committee to replace Ellis Banks who no longer meets the Board requirement for 
one municipal elected official.  Sondra Ipock-Riggs explained she had received a letter of 
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interest from Sam Lincoln expressing his desire to be appointed to this Board.  Mr. Ellis 
Banks also recommended Mr. Lincoln.   
 
MOTION made by Joseph Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT Sam Lincoln be appointed to the Down East RPO TAC Committee for a 
two -year term to expire December 31, 2013. 

 
3.  BOARD APPOINTMENT – JONES COUNTY LIBRARY BOARD  

The Board reviewed a letter from Agnes Ho, Director of Neuse Regional Libraries, 
concerning the resignation of Mrs. Cora Jones from the Jones County Library Board.  
The letter also included a recommendation to appoint Mrs. Roberta Jarman of Trenton to 
replace Mrs. Cora Jones on this Board.  
 
MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Mike Haddock, and unanimously carried 
THAT this item be TABLED until the Board can review the members currently serving 
on this Board and the area of the County they represent.  The Board would like to have 
members serving on this Board from each area of the County, if possible. 
 

4. SURPLUS ITEMS   
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Frank Emory and unanimously 
carried THAT the following surplus items be sold: 
 
1991 Chevy Corsica 
1994 Plymouth Acclaim 
2003 Ford Taurus SES 
1997 Ford Crown Victoria  

 
5.  INVOICES – SUMRELL, SUGG, CARMICHAEL, HICKS & HART, P.A.    

MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Joseph Wiggins, and unanimously 
carried THAT the following invoices for services rendered by Sumrell, Sugg, 
Carmichael, Hicks & Hart, P.A. be approved for payment: 
 
Economic Development   General Legal      $484.39 
Jones County   General Legal   $1,701.74 
Jones County   EMT   $4,053.12 

   
6.  TAX COLLECTIONS REPORT   

Mr. Howard presented the December Tax Collections Report showing a total collection 
of $4,072,476.58 (77.57%). 
 

7.  TAX REFUND – ROBERT HAYWOOD DAVENPORT  
MOTION made by Joseph Wiggins, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT a tax refund for Robert Haywood Davenport be approved in the amount of 
$255.72.  
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8.  TAX REFUND – KAREN S. RICH 
MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT a tax refund for Karen S. Rich be approved in the amount of $607.09. 
 

9.  TAX REFUNDS – LANNIE J. KING/CHARLES DAVID DEBRUHL 
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Joseph Wiggins, and unanimously 
carried THAT tax refunds be approved as follows: 

 
 Lannie J. King   $911.53 
 Charles David Debruhl   $10.78 
 
10.  FOREST OAKS MEMORIAL GARDENS CONVERSION TO VA NATIONAL 
CEMETARY 

The Board reviewed a letter received from the President of Forest Oaks Memorial 
Gardens, Inc., requesting support of the conversion of Forest Oaks Memorial Gardens to 
a State or National VA Cemetery.  The four National cemeteries in North Carolina are 
closed because they have no burial spaces left for any more veterans or their families.  
Our area’s Regional National Cemetary is in Fort Mitchell, Alabama.   
 
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Joseph Wiggins, and unanimously 
carried THAT a resolution be drafted on behalf of the Board of Commissioners in 
support of the conversion of Forest Oaks Memorial Gardens to a State VA or National 
Cemetery.   
 

11.  BUDGET AMENDMENTS 4 THROUGH 12 
MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT Budget Amendments 4 through 12 be approved.  A copy of the 
amendments is marked Exhibit A and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a 
part of these minutes.   

 
12.  VOLUNTARY AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS ORDINANCE – CALL FOR PUBLIC 
HEARING  

MOTION made by Sondra Ipock –Riggs, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously 
carried THAT a public hearing be advertised to receive comments regarding proposed 
amendments to the Voluntary Agricultural Districts Ordinance.   

 
13.  2012 LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE 
 The Board decided against attending this conference.  
 
14. BUSINESS CENTER SPRINKLER SYSTEM BIDS 

Bids were presented for the installation of the sprinkler system at the Jones County 
Business and Industry Center as follows: 

 
                                                                         Inside    Outside   
 Carolina Fire Protection, Inc.   $41,112  $9,217 
 Crawford Sprinkler Co.   $34,220  $9,000 
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MOTION made by Joseph Wiggins, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT the low bid from Crawford Sprinkler Co. be accepted in the amount of $43,220 
using Golden Leaf Grant Funds.  

 
15.  RESOLUTION – JONES COUNTY SCHOOLS – GOLDEN LEAF GRANT  

No information was submitted from the Jones County Schools for this item.  Therefore, 
no action was taken.   

 
16.  CLOSED SESSION UNDER NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6) 

MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Mike Haddock, and unanimously carried 
THAT the Board go into Closed Session under NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6). 

 
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Joseph Wiggins, and unanimously 
carried THAT the Board go out of Closed Session.  

 
17.  BOARD APPOINTMENT -  BOARD OF HEALTH 

MOTION made by Joseph Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT Robert Jolley be appointed to the Board of Health to replace Laverne 
Baker.  This is a three-year term to expire January 31, 2015. 

 
18.  BOARD APPOINTMENT – EASTERN CAROLINA COUNCIL OF 
GOVERNMENTS 

MOTION made by Mike Haddock, seconded by Zack Koonce, and carried THAT Frank 
Emory and John Simmons be reappointed to the Eastern Carolina Council of 
Governments for a one-year term to expire December 31, 2012.  Sondra Ipock-Riggs 
OPPOSED.  

 
19.  RESOLUTION E911 

MOTION made by Joseph Wiggins, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT the Resolution in Support of E911 Consulting Services be approved.  A copy of 
the resolution is marked Exhibit B and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a 
part of these minutes.   

 
COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT  

Mr. Howard requested that the Board allow County offices to close from 12:00 p.m. to 
1:30 p.m. on February 8, 2012, for an employee appreciation event for County 
employees.   
 
MOTION made by Mike Haddock, seconded by Joseph Wiggins, and unanimously 
carried THAT the closing of County offices from 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. on February 8, 
2012, be approved.   
 

COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS 
There were no reports from Commissioners.   
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MOTION made by Joseph Wiggins, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT the meeting be adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 

 
___________________________  ______________________________ 
Zack Koonce     Jennifer King 
Chairman     Clerk to the Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Commissioners’ Minutes January 17, 2012 Book 10, Page 669 
 

EXHIBIT A 
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EXHIBIT B 
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