
October 15, 2012      7:00 P.M. 
JONES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 
JONES COUNTY OFFICE COMPLEX – COMMISSIONERS’ ROOM 
MINUTES 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Zack Koonce, Chairman    Franky J. Howard, County Manager 
Frank Emory, Vice-Chairman    Jennifer King, Clerk to the Board 
Sondra Ipock-Riggs, Commissioner                           Melissa Moore-Freeman, Finance Officer                           
Joseph F. Wiggins, Commissioner                            
Mike Haddock, Commissioner 
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order and gave the invocation.  A MOTION was made by 
Joe Wiggins, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried THAT the agenda be 
approved as presented. 
 
MOTION made by Mike Haddock, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously carried 
THAT the minutes of October 1, 2012, be approved.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 

Jeff Brown, Shady Grove Community Watch member, stated that he would like to thank 
Zack Koonce for helping to get rid of a drug dealer in the county.  He said he would like 
to thank him for what he has done to restore order in this county.  Mr. Brown also 
commented on the article in the paper discussing the possible increase to property 
insurance.   
 
Robert Masters, Greene County resident, explained that he was in attendance to hear the 
presentation to be given by Steve Keen of the Eastern Carolina Council.  Mr. Masters 
explained that he was removed from the Eastern Carolina Council Board around the same 
time that Sondra Ipock-Riggs was removed.  He stated the Eastern Carolina Council has 
serious issues that have yet to be remedied.  The ECC was forced to pay back $128,000 
to the federal government and has also paid too much in attorneys fees.   
 
Phil Moore, Shady Grove Community Watch member, thanked Zack Koonce for helping 
to put a drug dealer in jail.  Mr. Moore stated that there was trash in the Sheriff’s Office 
until a couple years ago and the citizens of Jones County should support the only honest 
Sheriff we have ever had.   
 
Donald Shivar, Pollocksville Fire Department member, discussed the six-mile radius as it 
relates to fire departments.  Mr. Shivar stated RHEMS is blaming Pollocksville for taking 
a portion of their district. He also stated that he has seen a map that shows Pollocksville’s 
current five-mile radius shrinking.  Mr. Shivar requested that the County Manager meet 
with him to discuss this issue. Mr. Shivar was instructed to call Franky Howard to set up 
a meeting between RHEMS, Pollocksville and the County.   
 



 
1.  EASTERN CAROLINA COUNCIL UPDATE     

Steve Keen, President of the Eastern Carolina Council, discussed the past and present 
issues with the ECC.  Mr. Keen explained that the revolving loan plans were not good 
plans.  Mr. Keen stated that a business must have two bank turn down letters in order to 
qualify for the revolving loan program.  He stated that the ECC has been on the radar a 
lot and it has been a tough process to get where they are today.   
 
Judy Hills, Interim Executive Director, presented an update to the Board.  There have 
been 62 businesses over the years that have benefited from the revolving loan program.  
She stated that the ECC can’t seem to rise above the mistakes recently brought to light 
due to people continuing to bring it up.  Mrs. Hills discussed different programs that the 
ECC has been involved in recently.  She also stated that the ECC currently has 13 
employees.   
 
Mr. Keen spoke again regarding the status of the ECC.  Mr. Keen explained that they had 
a good audit and, although they had to pay a lot of lawyer’s fees in order to do so, they 
have straightened out a lot of their issues.  Mr. Keen stated that Frank Emory has been 
there for all their meetings and that he is a good member on their board.  
 
Mrs. Ipock-Riggs stated that losing two-million dollars was not a small problem.  She 
stated that the ECC got the board members that they wanted and that she had been to 192 
meetings prior to being removed from the board.  She stated that they were never told 
about the loans that were not being paid back.   Mrs. Ipock-Riggs also questioned why 
the funds were paid back to the state rather than being paid to the counties.  Mr. Keen 
stated the ECC did what the federal government told them they had to do.   
 
Mr. Keen informed the Board that the ECC is planning to make changes to their bylaws 
and each county would receive more information pertaining to the changes in the mail.   
     

2.  AUTOMATIC METER READING RESOLUTION        
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT the Resolution Adopting Capital Project Budget Ordinance Acceptance of PWS 
Funding, Contract Document Approval and Authorization to Advertise Project for 
Receipt of Proposals for PWS DWSRF Improvement Project for Jones County be 
approved.  A copy of the resolution is marked Exhibit A and is hereby incorporated by 
reference and made a part of these minutes.  

 
3.  AUTOMATIC METER READING BUDGET ORDINANCE   

MOTION made by Mike Haddock, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT the Capital Project Budget Ordinance for the Jones County PWS DWSRF 
Improvements Project be approved, a copy of which is marked Exhibit B and is hereby 
incorporated by reference and made a part of these minutes.  
 

 
 



4. TAX COLLECTIONS REPORT    
The September Tax Collections report was presented showing a total collection of 
$1,623,000.86 (28.83%).  

5.  POLLOCKSVILLE INDUSTRIAL PARK PAYMENT REQUEST     
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT the September pay request for the Pollocksville Industrial Park Water, Sanitary 
Sewer and Street Improvements be approved for payment in the amount of $94,065. 

   
6.  CDBG – CATALYST AWARD LETTER    

Mr. Howard informed the Board that Jones County has been awarded a $500,000 
Community Development Block Grant for North Carolina Catalyst funds.  These funds 
will be used for improvements on Hawthorne Lane.  
 

7.  BOARD APPOINTMENT – JUVENILE CRIME PREVENTION COUNCIL   
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Joe Wiggins, and unanimously 
carried THAT Charlie Dunn replace Tommy Brimage on the Juvenile Crime Prevention 
Council for the remainder of his term.   
         

8.  RESOLUTION – REVIEW OFFICERS  
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT the Resolution Appointing Review Officers be approved.  A copy of the 
resolution is marked Exhibit C and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part 
of these minutes.  
 

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT  
MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT a resolution be drafted and submitted to the Department of Insurance in 
opposition of the proposed property insurance increase.  

 
COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS 

Joe Wiggins – 
Joe Wiggins stated that there was an error in the October 1, 2012, meeting minutes.  Mr. 
Wiggins stated that Jayne Robb did not present the Chairman and the Board with a 
plaque from the Department of Commerce.  Mr. Wiggins stated that the plaque only 
acknowledged Zack Koonce, Chairman.  There was some discussion held concerning the 
wording of the plaque and the fact that the plaque said “presented to Jones County 
Chairman Zack Koonce” rather than the Jones County Board of Commissioners. Jennifer 
King, Clerk to the Board, stated that as someone reading the minutes whom was not 
present at the meeting the minutes read that Jayne Robb presented the plaque to the 
chairman and the Board and the minutes do not reflect anything concerning the wording 
on the plaque.  Several board members stated that while they agreed the plaque was 
poorly worded, the minutes accurately reflected the presentation of the plaque.  
 
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins and seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs THAT the motion 
to approve the minutes of October 1, 2012, be rescinded.  MOTION failed.   
 



 
Zack Koonce-  
Mr. Koonce discussed the need for an employee evaluation on the County Manager, 
Franky Howard.  There was some discussion held concerning this matter.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 
Jeff Brown stated that if Onslow County backed out of the Eastern Carolina Council in 
all areas except aging then he believes Jones County should do the same.  Mr. Brown also 
asked if there was an incentive for Technical Controls to come to Jones County.  Mr. 
Brown stated that the County was burned by DHi and that many businesses love to prey 
on small towns and lie about how many jobs they can create.   
 
Robert Masters stated that he was dissatisfied with the presentation given by Steve Keen 
and Judy Hills concerning the Eastern Carolina Council.  Mr. Master urged the 
Commissioners to carefully review the documents that pertain to the amendment of the 
ECC bylaws because the new documents prevent agencies from backing out of the 
Eastern Carolina Council.  Mr. Masters stated that Onslow County continues to be in the 
aging program with ECC only because they are required to do so. He also stated that 
Kinston has backed out of the ECC and Snow Hill plans to back out as well.   
 
MOTION made by Mike Haddock, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT the meeting be adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 

 
___________________________  ______________________________ 
Zack Koonce     Jennifer King 
Chairman     Clerk to the Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EXHIBIT A 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 



EXHIBIT B 
 
 

 
 



 
 



EXHIBIT C 
 

 


