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April 16, 2012      7:00 P.M. 
JONES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 
JONES COUNTY OFFICE COMPLEX – COMMISSIONERS’ ROOM 
MINUTES  
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Zack Koonce, Chairman    Franky J. Howard, County Manager 
Frank Emory, Vice-Chairman    Jennifer King, Clerk to the Board 
Sondra Ipock-Riggs, Commissioner                           Melissa Moore-Freeman, Finance Officer 
Joe Wiggins, Commissioner     
Mike Haddock, Commissioner 
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order and gave the invocation.  A MOTION was made by 
Frank Emory, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously carried THAT the agenda be 
approved with the following additions: 
 
9.    APPOINTMENT – NURSING BOARD – SONDRA IPOCK-RIGGS 
10.  GOVDEALS SURPLUS ITEMS 
 
MOTION made by Joseph Wiggins, seconded by Mike Haddock, and unanimously carried 
THAT the minutes of April 2, 2012, be approved.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 

Harvey Freeman addressed the Board with his concerns over prayer in the 
Commissioners’ Meeting.  Mr. Freeman read statements from the ACLU website as well 
as the Constitution.  
 
Debbie Metts read several quotes from a book that support prayer in meetings.  
 
Benjamin Rush expressed his support of prayer in the Commissioners’ meetings.  
 
Dennis West explained that he will hold the Board to the fire and be ashamed if they back 
down and do not pray in Jesus’ name.  He believes we should let the ACLU worry about 
something else.  
 
Jason Pierce expressed his desire for the Board to be in the fight against the ACLU and 
not back down.   
 
Phil Moore read some information concerning the goal of the ACLU. Mr. Moore stated 
that Jesus is standing on the right hand of God today with the same scars he bore from the 
cross.  Mr. Moore stated that it would not be many days before we stand face to face with 
Jesus and he will ask where our scars are for him.  
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Ray Griffin from Vanceboro stated that we don’t serve a dead Jesus.  Mr. Griffin stated 
anyone who will not pray in the name of Jesus will be banished from Heaven to Hell. Mr. 
Griffin stated that the ACLU is picking on the little communities.   
 
Edna Hobbs stated that she is a disciple of Christ.  Mrs. Hobbs stated that they took 
prayer out of schools and the schools have gone to hell.  We should live for Christ.  Mrs. 
Hobbs stated she knows she is going to heaven because she serves God. 
 

  Laura Metts read an 81 year old story to the Board in regards to prayer. 
 

Russell Metts read a quote from George Washington.  Mr. Metts stated that for over 200 
years the courts ruled in favor of Jesus Christ.  Mr. Metts stated that living for the Lord 
keeps people moral.  Sheriff Danny Heath has had no problems out of his family because 
they live for the Lord.  Mr. Metts stated that no one can tell him it is against the law to 
pray in Jesus’ name. 
 
E.J. Collins read from the bible.  Mr. Collins stated that we should pray, not thank. Mr. 
Collins also stated that voting time is coming and Board members are liable to have a 
vacant seat if they don’t act in favor of praying in Jesus’ name.  
 
Ford Davis stated if we aren’t praying in Jesus’ name then we are wasting our time 
praying.  Who else are we praying to?  
 
Jeff Driver discussed a ball game in which the team was losing at halftime.  The coach 
stated the team didn’t have to worry about winning if they could live to play the second 
half of the game again.  Mr. Driver stated if you can’t live your life again you should put 
sweat and tears into doing the right thing.  
 
Tanya Davis stated that her family prays in Jesus’ name before they eat and before they 
go to sleep.  She stated that they have taken prayer out of the schools and many of our 
children do not know Jesus’ name anymore.   
 
James Kelly stated Jesus says if we deny him before man he will deny us in front of his 
father.   
 
Daniel Metts stated that it isn’t about Christianity versus any other religion.  We have the 
right to pray in Jesus’ name, or to Allah, or anyone else.  Mr. Metts stated that the 
Commissioners don’t lose their liberties because they become an elected official.   
 
Jeff West stated that this was all hollow if the whole Board was not in favor of prayer.  If 
anyone is catering to the public just to get votes then there is no point to fighting.  Mr. 
West stated that the Board members need to be honest as to how they stand in this case.   

 
1. PUBLIC HEARING – CDBG CATALYST GRANT  

MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously 
carried THAT the Board go into public hearing. 
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David Harris, Harris & Associates, explained that this is the first year we have been able 
to apply for the catalyst grant since 2009.  Catalyst funds are available for home 
improvements.  There is interest in using the $500,000 grant, if obtained, to repair or 
replace homes on Hawthorne Lane that are in terrible condition.  Sondra Ipock-Riggs 
asked how many houses will be included and Mr. Harris stated six homes are to be 
included in the project.  Mr. Harris suggested that the County express their willingness in 
the resolution to apply $30,000 local funds to the $500,000 grant in order to score higher 
and have a better chance of obtaining the grant.  There was some discussion about the 
matching funds.  Mr. Harris explained that the County would have a three-year period in 
which to fund the match.  The Board decided that there aren’t sufficient funds to provide 
matching funds for this grant.   
 
Jeff West requested clarification as to the grant having a contribution from the County. 
David  Harris explained that the County had a better chance of obtaining the grant if they 
showed they were willing to apply funds to the project, hence the $30,000 suggested 
match. 
 
MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Mike Haddock, and unanimously carried 
THAT the Board go out of public hearing.   
 
MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT the Board approves the Resolution Authorizing the Filing of an 
Application for Community Development Block Grant Funds with no matching funds.  A 
copy of the Resolution is marked Exhibit A and is hereby incorporated by reference and 
made a part of these minutes.   
 

2.  PUBLIC HEARING – 2010 SCATTERED SITE  
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT the Board go into public hearing.  
 
David Harris explained that Fannie Hickman’s property cannot get a septic system.  An 
amendment is needed to move money from the rehabilitation funds to relocation funds 
due to the septic issue.   
 
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Franky Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT the Board go out of public hearing.  
 
MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Joe Wiggins, and unanimously carried 
THAT the Board approves an amendment to move funds from Rehabilitation to 
Relocation for the 2010 Scattered Site Project.   
 

3.  ACLU LETTER REGARDING PRAYER  
Franky Howard, County Manager, distributed copies of the letter from the ACLU 
regarding a complaint issued by phone to our attorney concerning prayer in the Jones 
County Commissioners’ meetings.  The letter states that the Jones County Board of 
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Commissioners’ invocation calls upon Jesus Christ and are not constitutionally 
acceptable legislative prayer.  The letter requested that the Board inform the ACLU-
NCLF of the Board’s proposed course of action by Friday, April 27, 2012.  
 
After some discussion the Board decided that it will not respond to the letter.   

 
4.  DEBT SETOFF REFUNDS   

MOTION made by Mike Haddock, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT debt setoff refunds be approved as presented.  A copy of the refunds is 
marked Exhibit B and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of these 
minutes.   

 
5.  MARCH TAX COLLECTIONS REPORT   

Mr. Howard presented the March Tax Collections Report showing a total collection of 
$$4,941,335.81 (91.85%). 
 

6.  WELL 8 PAY REQUEST    
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT the pay request from McDavid Associates, Inc. for the Well 8 project be 
approved in the amount of $12,004.50 using Well 8 Funds.  
          

7.  TOWN OF MAYSVILLE WATER AGREEMENT – REVISED   
MOTION made by Mike Haddock, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT the Town of Maysville Water Agreement be approved as revised.  A copy of the 
agreement is marked Exhibit C and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part 
of these minutes.  
 

8. SHERIFF’S OFFICE REQUEST – PUBLIC SAFETY FUNDS  
MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Mike Haddock, and unanimously carried 
THAT the purchase of a washer, dryer, and refrigerator for the Sheriff’s Office be 
approved at a cost of $2,660 using Public Safety Funds.  
 

9.  BOARD APPOINTMENT – NURSING BOARD – SONDRA IPOCK-RIGGS 
MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Mike Haddock, and unanimously carried 
THAT Sondra Ipock-Riggs be reappointed to the Jones County Nursing and Adult Home 
Community Advisory Committee for a three-year term to expire May 3, 2015.   
 

10.  GOVDEALS  
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Mike Haddock, and unanimously carried 
THAT the following items be listed for sale on GovDeals: 
 
One 2000 model Ford F350 Truck from Solid Waste 
Two Single Axle Homemade Trailers from Solid Waste and Landfill 
One Double Axle Trailer from Public Buildings.  
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COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT 
Franky Howard informed the Board that Mary Pelham was present to speak concerning 
the ABC Permit that was disapproved at the last Board meeting.  Mrs. Pelham explained 
that her and her husband are interested in opening a general store on Emmett Lane for the 
convenience of the neighborhood.  Mrs. Pelham had a few signatures from citizens in the 
area that support the opening of the general store but the petition didn’t specify the sale of 
alcohol.  No action was taken on this matter.  

 
COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS 
 Sondra Ipock-Riggs – 

Mrs. Ipock-Riggs would like to see the school board budget ahead of time.  Franky 
Howard explained that the Board of Education has until May 15, 2012, to present their 
budget. The budget is presented to the Board as soon as it is obtained in the Finance 
Office.  If the Board doesn’t feel they have enough information concerning the budget 
they can place a public records request for additional information.     
 
Zack Koonce –  
Mr. Koonce requested that Franky Howard call the district attorney’s office and request a 
meeting with the district attorney and the Commissioners to discuss the housing of 
inmates.     
 
MOTION made by Mike Haddock, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT the meeting be adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 
 

 
___________________________  ______________________________ 
Zack Koonce, III    Jennifer King 
Chairman     Clerk to the Board 
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EXHIBIT A 
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EXHIBIT B 
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EXHIBIT C 
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