
May 20, 2013      7:00 P.M. 
JONES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 
MAYSVILLE TOWN HALL  
MINUTES 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Frank Emory, Chairman    Franky J. Howard, County Manager 
Sondra Ipock-Riggs, Commissioner                           Jennifer King, Clerk to the Board                      
Joe Wiggins, Commissioner               Melissa Moore-Freeman, Finance Officer 
Zack Koonce, III, Commissioner  
 
COMMISSIONER ABSENT: 
Mike Haddock, Vice-Chairman   
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order and gave the invocation.  A MOTION was made by 
Joe Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously carried THAT the agenda be 
approved as presented.   
 
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Zack Koonce, and unanimously carried 
THAT the minutes of May 6, 2013, be approved.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 

Anne Horne, resident, spoke in favor of a fire tax for the Town of Maysville residents.  
Ms. Horne explained that we are fortunate to have our volunteers and if the tax is placed 
on the ballot she believes it should receive a unanimous favorable vote.  
 
Donna Brown, resident, stated she had been on scene with volunteers at night in the dead 
of winter and she would be vote in favor of the additional tax.  Trenton is too far away to 
depend on for good response times.   
 
Dan Ryan, Maysville Town Board member, spoke in favor of the fire tax. 
 
Laverne Baker, resident stated that she didn’t know what they would do without the fire 
department.  She spoke in favor of the fire tax.  
 
Wayne Salem, business owner in the Town of Maysville, stated that he will be required 
to pay more than the average home owner.  Mr. Salem spoke in favor of the fire tax and 
would like the people to be given a voice by having the opportunity to vote on the fire 
tax.   
 
Bobby Flowers, Maysville Town Board member, explained that he supported the fire 
departments and has had personal experience with them when he had a building to burn.  
Mr. Flowers was in favor of the fire tax.  
 
 



 
1. FUNDING AND FIRE TAX REQUEST      

Buddy Weatherington agreed to present his request to the board after Jonathon Franklin 
(listed as agenda item number 2).  Buddy Weatheringon explained that he isn’t asking for 
anything different than the Town of Maysville.  Pollocksville Volunteer Fire Department 
is requesting a three-cent fire tax to benefit their department.  The department has been 
struggling for financial survival for several years now.  Mr. Weatherington presented 
some backup documents to the board in regards to PILT and SRS funds as he believes 
some of these funds could be given to Maysville and Pollocksville Volunteer Fire 
Departments.  He explained that all departments struggle with coverage from 8 a.m. until 
5 p.m. when the average volunteer is working.  He stated Pollocksville’s goal is the same 
as Island Creek and Bear Run.  MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Joe 
Wiggins and unanimously carried THAT the request for a three-cent fire tax for the 
Town of Pollocksville be placed on the November ballot to be voted on by the citizens in 
the community. 
 

2.  FIRE TAX REQUEST   
Jonathon Franklin presented this item prior to agenda item number 1 to the board. 
Jonathon Franklin, Maysville Town Manager, thanked the board for coming and 
discussed the resolution that the Town of Maysville passed at their last meeting.  Mr. 
Franklin explained that fire departments receive $18,000 in funding from the county and 
for some departments that isn’t enough.  The town would like to see funding continued 
but would like see a three-cent fire tax be placed on the November ballot for citizens to 
vote on, in addition to the county funding. The Town of Maysville and the Maysville 
Volunteer Fire Department suggested funding a public safety officer position.  The 
person filling this position would need to be trained in fire, EMS and police functions.   
Mr. Franklin explained that he looked forward to working together in the future and 
Michael Jordan would present more information to the board in regard to this request.  
 
Michael Jordan, Maysville Volunteer Fire Chief, presented a power point presentation 
and explained that the department has a problem with day time coverage.  Most 
volunteers work and there are a limited number of responders in town during the day.  
The additional funding, if the fire tax is voted favorably upon, could partially fund one 
responder trained in fire, EMS and police duties.  Mr. Jordan showed a brief clip from 
WCTI in regard to Carteret County fire departments being put under probationary status 
due to personnel issues.  Mr. Jordan explained that the fire, EMS and police position 
would be paid approximately $36,000 per year, half funded by the fire tax and other half 
by Town of Maysville.  
 
Franky Howard, County Manager, explained that the board supports the fire tax being 
placed on the ballot and voted on by the citizens.  Mr. Howard is unclear at this time if 
the requirement for 35% signatures can be waived and will need to discuss with the 
Board of Elections.  MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded Zack Koonce, 
and unanimously carried THAT the request for a three-cent fire tax for the Town of 
Maysville be placed on the November ballot to be voted on by the citizens in the 



community.  Zack Koonce explained that the department needed to get out and educate 
the public so they will know who will benefit from the tax if approved.   
 

3.  TAX COLLECTIONS REPORT – APRIL   
Franky Howard, County Manager, presented the April Tax Collections Report showing a 
total collection of $5,560,075.55 (90.85%). 
 

4.  TAX REVALUATION REPORT   
Mr. Howard presented the Jones County Revaluation Progress Report dated May 1, 2013.     

 
5.  DEBT SETOFF REFUND   

MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Joe Wiggins, and unanimously 
carried THAT a debt setoff refund be issued to Nina Boomer in the amount of $73.86.     

   
6.  WORK WEEK – JAIL   

MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Zack Koonce, and unanimously carried 
THAT the personnel policy be updated to reflect the work week for Jail staff begin on 
Saturday to allow the jailer/dispatcher’s to work the same schedules as the deputies.      
          

7.  CAPITAL REQUEST – SENIOR CENTER – COMPUTERS/PRINTERS  
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Joe Wiggins, and unanimously 
carried THAT the purchase of two desktop computers, one laptop computer, software 
and a wireless printer from Staples be approved using Senior Health Insurance 
Information Program (SHIIP) funds at a cost of approximately $1,400.   
 

8.  BOARD APPOINTMENT – ABC BOARD – LUTHER COX 
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT Luther Cox be reappointed to the ABC Board for a three-year term to 
expire May 30, 2016.  

 
9.  BUDGET AMENDMENTS #7 THROUGH #10 

MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Zack Koonce and unanimously 
carried THAT Budget Amendments #7 through #10 be approved.  A copy of the 
amendments is marked Exhibit A and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a 
part of these minutes.     

 
10.  RESOLUTION – RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS  

MOTION made by Zack Koonce, seconded by Joe Wiggins, and unanimously carried 
THAT that the Resolution of the Board of Commissioners Reaffirming Oaths and 
Obligations to Uphold and Defend the Constitutions of the United States and the State of 
North Carolina be approved.  A copy of the resolution is marked Exhibit B and is hereby 
incorporated by reference and made a part of these minutes.   
 

11.  RESOLUTION – OPPOSING SENATE BILL 76 
Larry Meadows spoke to the board in opposition of Senate Bill 76. 
 



MOTION made by Zack Koonce, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs and unanimously 
carried THAT the Resolution Opposing Senate Bill 76 be approved, a copy of which is 
marked Exhibit C and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of these 
minutes.        
 

12.  RESOLUTION – IMMIGRATION  
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Joe Wiggins, and unanimously 
carried THAT this item be TABLED. 
 

13.  RESOLUTION – ECBH 
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Zack Koonce, and unanimously carried 
THAT the Resolution Urging Members of the North Carolina General Assembly and 
Governor McCrory to Enact House Bill 638 Increasing the Number of Board Members 
on the LME Board.  A copy of this resolution is marked Exhibit D and is hereby 
incorporated by reference and made a part of these minutes.   
 

14.  RESOLUTION – HOT WATER IN NURSING HOMES 
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Zack Koonce, and unanimously carried 
THAT the Resolution in Support of Utilizing Hot Water for the Bathing of Adult Care 
Home Residents be approved, a copy of which is marked Exhibit E and is hereby 
incorporated by reference and made a part of these minutes.  
 

15.  POLLOCKSVILLE INDUSTRIAL PARK – PAY REQUEST #7 
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT Pay Request #7 for the Pollocksville Industrial Park be approved using 
Pollocksville Industrial Park Funds.  
 

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT 
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Zack Koonce, and unanimously 
carried THAT the Review Officer Resolution be approved, a copy of which is marked 
Exhibit F and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of these minutes.   

 
COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS 
 Sondra Ipock-Riggs 

Mrs. Ipock-Riggs stated that we need to write a letter about how Jones County has been 
done in regard to the DOT.  If we have any water Maysville will be flooded.  She would 
like the attorney to draft a letter about mowing and cleaning out ditches.     
 
Joe Wiggins – 
Mr. Wiggins stated that Tammy from the East Carolina Workforce Development called 
and stated that Frank Emory’s appointment will expire soon.  This will be discussed at 
the next meeting.  
 
 
 
 



Zack Koonce –  
Mr. Koonce stated that we have a wonderful civic center and kitchen but no sink.  Mr. 
Howard explained we were working to obtain  grant to buy a commercial kitchen setup 
and that is why the sink hasn’t been replaced yet.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 
Mark Jones, Hargett’s Fire Chief, requested that the board appoint two people from 
Hargett’s district to serve for the firemans relief fund.  MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, 
seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs and unanimously carried THAT the board appoints 
Frank Emory and Kevin Sanderson as recommended by Mr. Jones.   
 
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT the meeting be adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 

 
___________________________  ______________________________ 
Frank Emory     Jennifer King  
Chairman     Clerk to the Board 
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