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February 6, 2012      8:30 A.M. 
JONES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 
JONES COUNTY OFFICE COMPLEX – COMMISSIONERS’ ROOM 
MINUTES 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Zack Koonce, Chairman    Franky J. Howard, County Manager 
Frank Emory, Vice-Chairman    Melissa Moore-Freeman, Finance Officer 
Sondra Ipock-Riggs, Commissioner                           Jimmie B. Hicks, County Attorney                           
Joseph F. Wiggins, Commissioner                              
Mike Haddock, Commissioner    OFFICIALS ABSENT: 
       Jennifer King, Clerk to the Board 
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order and gave the invocation.  A MOTION was made by 
Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Joseph Wiggins, and unanimously carried THAT the agenda 
be approved with the following additions: 
 
13.  SCHOOL BOARD RESOLUTION – COMPUTERS 
14.  BUDGET AMENDMENTS NUMBER 13 AND 14  
 
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT the minutes of January 17, 2012, be approved.  
 
1.  PUBLIC HEARING - CSBG   

Patricia Barfield, Coastal Community Action representative, presented information to the 
Board regarding the Community Services Block Grant.  Mrs. Barfield explained that this 
program assists low income citizens with attending school and converting expenses while 
they complete their education.  Mrs. Ipock-Riggs had several questions for Mrs. Barfield 
concerning Head Start, housing and the Counties served by this agency.   
 

2.  PUBLIC HEARING – 2009 CDBG-ED CLOSEOUT – COASTAL BEVERAGE       
MOTION made by Joseph Wiggins, second by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously 
carried THAT the Board go into public hearing.   
 
David Harris, Harris and Associates, provided an update on the Coastal Beverage CDBG-
ED Closeout project.  Mr. Harris informed the Board and public present that the project 
had received and expended $156,000 in CDBG funds as well as Rural Center and 
Commerce Finance Center funds. The water tank and booster pumps to serve Coastal 
Beverage have been completed and the project is ready to be closed out.  Seventeen jobs 
were created and Coastal Beverage spent over $1,000,000 on its building expansion.   
 
MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Joseph Wiggins, and unanimously carried 
THAT the Board go out of public hearing.   
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3.  PUBLIC HEARING – 2011-2012 CDBG  
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Mike Haddock, and unanimously 
carried THAT the Board go into public hearing.   

 
David Harris announced the grant categories that are available in 2012 for CDBG 
Projects.  The County is not eligible to apply for scattered site funds this year but is 
eligible for the categories of Economic Development, Infrastructure, and NC Catalyst 
(which replaced Neighborhood Revitalization). If the County decided to apply for any of 
the categories, a second public hearing would be held for that specific project. This public 
hearing applies to both the 2011 and 2012 grant categories, because both funding cycles 
will be completed this year. 
 
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously 
carried THAT the Board go out of public hearing.  
 

4. PUBLIC HEARING – CDBG-ED – TECHNICAL CONTROL CONSULTANTS 
PROJECT   

MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Sondra Ipock-Riggs and unanimously 
carried THAT the Board go into public hearing.   
 
David Harris informed the Board that with the approval of the Rural Center Grant and the 
IDF Grant, and the anticipated approval of the CDBG-ED grant, the County needs to 
adopt the necessary resolutions and budget ordinance which are required as part of the 
startup of the grant projects.   
 
MOTION made by Joseph Wiggins, seconded by Mike Haddock, and unanimously 
carried THAT the Board go out of public hearing.   
 
MOTION made by Mike Haddock, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT the Board approves the following items: 
 

1. Resolution by the Board of Commissioners of the County of Jones Authorizing 
Execution of Economic Development Documents 

2. County of Jones Financial Management Resolution for Technical Control 
Consultants Project 

3. County of Jones Grant Project Budget Ordinance for Technical Control 
Consultants Project 

 
A copy of the resolutions is marked Exhibit A and is hereby incorporated by reference 
and made a part of these minutes.  
 

5.  FAIR HOUSING PLAN UPDATE FOR CDBG PROJECTS    
MOTION made by Joseph Wiggins, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT the fair housing plan update be approved.  A copy of this update is marked 
Exhibit B and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of these minutes.  
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6.  2011-2012 SECONDARY ROAD PROGRAM  
Neil Lassiter presented an update to the Board concerning secondary roads in Jones 
County.  Improvements continue to Island Creek Road, White Oak River Road will be 
widened, and Highway 17 construction should begin in 2015.   
 
MOTION made by Joseph Wiggins, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT the Resolution Approving the Proposed 2011-2012 Secondary Road Improvement 
Program for Jones County be approved.  A copy of this resolution is marked Exhibit C 
and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of these minutes.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 
Walter Robinson questioned whether or not the Civic Center would be repaired and 
available for rent by March.  Franky Howard told Mr. Robinson to discuss with Crystal 
Gray who handles Civic Center rentals after the meeting. Mr. Robinson asked if water 
meters are required to be on the main highway and he was told they were.  Mr. Robinson 
also stated there were new laws regarding regulating pit bulls.  The County will research 
this matter.   
 
Jerol Bryant had questions in regard to the budget overexpenditures for the Sheriff’s 
Office.   
 
John Hall requested a 911 update.  Franky Howard explained that the County has entered 
into an agreement with Lenoir County to apply for grant funds for consolidation.   
 

7.  INVOICE – SUMRELL, SUGG, CARMICHAEL, HICKS & HART, P.A. 
MOTION made by Mike Haddock, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT an invoice for services rendered by Sumrell, Sugg, Carmichael, Hicks & Hart, 
P.A. be approved for payment as follows: 

 
 General Legal    $2,795.79 
 Brock Mill Pond   $1,295.00 
 Executive Medical Transportation  $4,750.45 
    TOTAL $8,841.24 
 
8.  PAY REQUEST NUMBER 7 – WELL 8 IMPROVEMENTS 

MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Joseph Wiggins, and unanimously 
carried THAT Pay Request Number 7 from McDavid Associates, Inc. be approved for 
payment in the amount of $39,360.85 using Well 8 Funds.  
 

9.  RESOLUTION – PAMLICO COUNTY FSA 
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously 
carried THAT the Resolution Opposing the Closure of the Pamlico County Farm 
Services Agency be approved.  A copy of the resolution is marked Exhibit D and is 
hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of these minutes.   
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10.  LOCAL SALES TAX OPTION 
Franky Howard, County Manager, presented information to the Board in regard to a local 
options sales tax.  There was some discussion among the Board in regard to applying the 
sales tax funds, if approved by referendum, to public safety in Jones County. MOTION 
made by Frank Emory, seconded by Mike Haddock, and unanimously carried THAT this 
item be TABLED.   
 

11.  WATER REVOLVING LOAN 
Franky Howard presented information in regard to a $2,015,000 Water Revolving Loan 
from the Department of State Treasurer.  MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by 
Sondra Ipock-Riggs, and unanimously carried THAT this item be TABLED. 

 
12.  BOARD APPOINTMENT – LIBRARY BOARD  

MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Joseph Wiggins, and unanimously carried 
THAT Roberta Jarman of Trenton be appointed to the Jones County Library Board for a 
six-year term to expire on February 5, 2018. This appointment replaces the vacancy left 
by the resignation of Mrs. Cora Jones.   

 
13.  SCHOOL BOARD RESOLUTION – COMPUTERS  

MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously 
carried THAT the Resolution of the Jones County Board of Commissioners for a 
continuing contract for capital outlay with Apple, Inc. for the purchase of certain laptop 
computer hardware, software, and related equipment and services be approved.  A copy 
of the resolution is marked Exhibit E and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a 
part of these minutes.  

 
14.  BUDGET AMENDMENT NUMBER 13 AND 14  

MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously 
carried THAT Budget Amendment Number 13 and Number 14 be approved.  A copy of 
the amendments is marked Exhibit F and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a 
part of these minutes.   

 
COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT  

Jimmie Hicks informed the Board that his office received a complaint from the American 
Civil Liberties Union in regard to the content of the prayer in our Commissioners’ 
Meetings.  Mr. Hicks explained that there are very specific rules regarding what can and 
cannot be said in a prayer.  Zack Koonce suggested a form prayer be created for the Jones 
County Commissioners’ Meetings.   
 

COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS 
There were no reports from the Commissioners.  
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MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously 
carried THAT the meeting be adjourned at 9:50 a.m. 
 

 
___________________________  ______________________________ 
Zack Koonce     Melissa Moore-Freeman 
Chairman     Acting Clerk  
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EXHIBIT A 
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EXHIBIT B 
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EXHIBIT C 
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EXHIBIT D 
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EXHIBIT E 
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EXHIBIT F 

 

 



Commissioners’ Minutes  February 6, 2012 Book 10, Page 701 
 

 



Commissioners’ Minutes  February 6, 2012 Book 10, Page 702 
 

 



Commissioners’ Minutes  February 6, 2012 Book 10, Page 703 
 

 


