
November 5, 2012      8:30 A.M. 
JONES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 
JONES COUNTY OFFICE COMPLEX – COMMISSIONERS’ ROOM 
MINUTES 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Zack Koonce, Chairman    Franky J. Howard, County Manager 
Frank Emory, Vice-Chairman    Jennifer King, Clerk to the Board 
Sondra Ipock-Riggs, Commissioner                           Melissa Moore-Freeman, Finance Officer                           
Joseph F. Wiggins, Commissioner                           Jimmie B. Hicks, County Attorney 
Mike Haddock, Commissioner 
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order and gave the invocation.  A MOTION was made by 
Joe Wiggins, seconded by Mike Haddock, and unanimously carried THAT the agenda be 
approved as presented. 
 
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Mike Haddock, and unanimously carried 
THAT the minutes of October 15, 2012, and October 31, 2012, be approved.  
 
1.  CHANGE ORDER NUMBER 2 – POLLOCKSVILLE INDUSTRIAL PARK     

 MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT Contract Change Order Number 2 for the Pollocksville Industrial Park be 
approved.  A copy of the change order is marked Exhibit A and is hereby incorporated by 
reference and made a part of these minutes.  
     

2.  RESOLUTION – PROJECT BUDGET ORDINANCE – POLLOCKSVILLE 
INDUSTRIAL PARK         

MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT the Resolution Establishing Capital Project Budget Ordinance for Amendment #2 
for the Pollocksville Industrial Park be approved.  A copy of the resolution is marked 
Exhibit B and is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of these minutes.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 
Pastor Charlie Dunn expressed his appreciation to the board for appointing him to the 
Juvenile Crime Prevention Council.  
 

3.  PAY REQUEST NUMBER 2 – POLLOCKSVILLE INDUSTRIAL PARK    
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously 
carried THAT Pay Request Number 2 for the Pollocksville Industrial Park be approved 
in the amount of $40,549.63 using CDBG funds.  

 
4. PAY REQUEST NUMBER 3 – POLLOCKSVILLE INDUSTRIAL PARK     

MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously 
carried THAT Pay Request Number 3 for the Pollocksville Industrial Park be approved 
in the amount of $117,133.66 using CDBG & Rural Center Funds.  



5.  CDBG GRANT AGREEMENT AND FUNDING APPROVAL  
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously 
carried THAT the CDBG Grant Agreement and Funding approval for the Hawthorne 
Lane Project be approved.   

   
6.  REGIONAL AGING ADVISORY COMMITTEE – VACANCY    

A brief discussion was held concerning the lack of public interest in filling the vacancy 
for the Regional Aging Advisory Committee.  Franky Howard will discuss re-advertising 
with Ivy Reid, Extension Director.   
 

7.  BOARD APPOINTMENT – ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL    
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously 
carried THAT James Harper be reappointed to the Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Commission for a three-year term to expire October 30, 2015.   
         

8.  BOARD APPOINTMENT – BOARD OF HEALTH  
MOTION made by Frank Emory, seconded by Mike Haddock, and unanimously carried 
THAT April Philyaw be appointed to the Board of Health.  Ms. Philyaw will replace 
Will Brower for the remainder of his term to expire January 31, 2015. 
 

9.  INVOICES – SUMRELL, SUGG, CARMICHAEL, HICKS & HART, P.A. 
MOTION made by Mike Haddock, seconded by Joe Wiggins, and unanimously carried 
THAT invoices from Sumrell, Sugg, Carmichael, Hicks & Hart, P.A. be approved as 
follows: 

  
 General Legal        $1,550.10 
 Executive Medical Transportation v. Jones County       $73.00 
 Economic Development General Legal           $240 
       
10.  FIRE & EMS – CAPITAL REQUEST – 800 SYSTEM 

MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Frank Emory and unanimously carried 
THAT a quote be approved in the amount of $346,528.76 for new radios for the 800 
system using FEMA grant funds with a small county match of approximately $17,317.  
 

COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS 
Sondra Ipock-Riggs – 
Mrs. Ipock-Riggs discussed Jones County Schools statistics.  She stated that we are 
running six full fledged schools and we are the only county with a population as low as 
ours that operate multiple schools.  She explained that our (Jones County) employees 
have not had a cost of living increase in over two-years and only have 75% of their health 
insurance paid.  She would like to have a meeting set up, after the election, with the 
School Board.  She stated we have never had a ten-year plan and believes one should be 
established.  Mrs. Ipock-Riggs had several questions for the lawyer concerning the 
condemnation of the Jones Senior High School gymnasium.  Mr. Hicks explained that 
our building inspector, not an architect, has the authority to condemn buildings.  
MOTION made by Sondra Ipock-Riggs, seconded by Zack Koonce and unanimously 



carried THAT further information be obtained surrounding the condemnation of the 
Jones Senior High School gymnasium, as presented by the Jones County Board of 
Education prior to building the new gymnasium.   
 
Mrs. Riggs also stated that we have employees that are trying to have the jail condemned 
so that the County would be forced to build a new jail.  She stated that we need to watch 
our employees and we should let the Sheriff know where we stand on this issue so that he 
doesn’t have the jail condemned.   
 
Mrs. Riggs discussed the recent hurricane in New Jersey and the fact that there are 
elderly people freezing to death due to power outages.  She stated that if the weather was 
bad and the Civic Center was damaged or otherwise unavailable we need a ten-year plan 
to handle that potential situation.  She believes busses should be left at Pollocksville for 
the evacuation of the nursing home, not in Trenton.  She would like a meeting set up with 
Carol Tyndall to discuss this plan.   
 
Joe Wiggins- 
Mr. Wiggins asked Franky Howard if he had been approached in regard to extending the 
parking lot at the Trenton Library.  Mr. Howard will contact the library about this matter.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 
John Hall stated that he likes the idea of a ten-year plan and when he was Sheriff and they 
moved into the old DSS building it was already sinking. He hopes that in the future we 
have a long range plan for our buildings and the school system.  He has seen a lot of 
waste and issues that should have been corrected years ago.  The board needs to put more 
information out to the public to keep bad information from going around.  
 

11.  CLOSED SESSION NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6) 
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Frank Emory and unanimously carried 
THAT the board go into Closed Session under NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6).   
 
MOTION made by Joe Wiggins, seconded by Frank Emory  and unanimously carried 
THAT the board go out of Closed Session. 
 

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORTS 
A brief discussion was held concerning the pay for the Community Development 
Specialist at the Health Department.  This employee was hired with an agreement that her 
pay would increase to a Grade 21, Step 3 with the 2012-2013 budget.  This request was 
not approved with the budget.  After consideration it was determined to increase the 
salary of Julia Andrews, Community Development Specialist, to a Grade 21, Step 3, as 
agreed upon at the time of her hire.   
 
A brief discussion was held concerning a request from the Sheriff to reclassify Leila 
Groom as an investigator.  There are currently two investigator positions, both of which 
are filled.  It is unclear whether the Sheriff is requesting a new position or the 
reclassification of a road deputy to an investigator without a change in the number of 



positions in the Sheriff’s Department.  Mr. Howard will report to the board after 
obtaining more information regarding this request.  
 
MOTION made by Mike Haddock, seconded by Frank Emory, and unanimously carried 
THAT the meeting be adjourned at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 
 

 
___________________________  ______________________________ 
Zack Koonce, III    Jennifer King 
Chairman     Clerk to the Board 
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EXHIBIT B 
 
 

 
 



 
 



 


